
It has become clear now that the models of manhood used in the past are fading, worn-out, and often  no 
longer useful. Most of us know that the definition of a man we learned in high-school, or the military, or on 

the sports fields of the macho man, the dominant man, and the conquest-driven man do not work in our 
rapidly-changing world. The negative side is obvious: exploitation of the earth, devaluation 

and humiliation of women, and obsession with money and war. 

The gender mythologies of our culture are defective – they ignore masculine depth of feeling, assign men a 
place in the sky instead of on earth, teach obedience to the wrong powers, work to keep some groups of men 
boys, and entangle both men and women in systems of capitalist domination. This course will explore new 

visions of what a man is, or may become, and help students build skills to enact those visions.
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