
The SUNY Plattsburgh Institute for Ethics in Public Life presents 

"Malthus, Erlich, and the Ethics of Carrying-Capacity Models of Human Population Growth"  

Apr. 15 (W) at 3:30 in person or on Zoom (see below) 

Abstract from Dr. Cohen: The 
late Paul Erlich’s book, The 
Population Bomb, represents 
an extreme application of the 
Malthusian model which 
suggested that growing human 
population would inevitably 
hit against the carrying 
capacity or finite limit of 
world food supply. The result 
would be the end, by 
starvation and turmoil, of the 
human species.  But not only 
was Erlich overly pessimistic, 
he and Malthus were 
inherently wrong about the 
application of the carrying-
capacity model to human 
population history.  

Join us in person in Hawkins 233 (the Institute offices) or  
on Zoom at  https://plattsburgh.zoom.us/j/81787203292  

 
The Institute for Ethics in Public Life is generously supported by gifts to the 

Plattsburgh College Foundation. 

We welcome special guest Distinguished Professor Emeritus Mark Cohen to help us 
understand this important topic. This forum is an opportunity for students, faculty, 
administrators, staff, alumni, and community members to come together and learn 
about this issue. 

https://plattsburgh.zoom.us/j/81787203292

